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Message from the New Program Director
BBL# & Gene Thompson

| am honored to be appointed as the Director of the BBL Program. | would like to start by expressing
my gratitude and deep respect to Professor Matsumoto. His vision and leadership have been the driving
forces in helping the BBL to become an integral part of the College of Business. We are recognized as an
innovative program due to our focus on the integration of language and management content in educating
our students to become human resources that can actively contribute towards global business.

Professor Matsumoto developed the BBL to be heavily informed by research and student feedback.
He encouraged all team members to integrate their research efforts into the improvement of the BBL, and has supported our
students to take leadership in improving our program as Student and Teaching assistants. Thanks to his vision, the BBL has informed
professional practice in Japan, and beyond, via research findings and best practice initiatives.

| joined the College of Business in 2012, and as a member of the BBL team | am proud to say that during the past nine years
we have constantly made improvements to our courses and the program. In these efforts, we have been strongly supported by
people outside the university, as well as by students, staff, and colleagues. | would like to express my gratitude as it has allowed the
BBL program to be successful in implementing integrated-skills learning and preparing students for specialized study.

The BBL will continue to develop based on the core principles upon which it is founded, which are integrating language and
management education while developing students to take specialist classes via English. On behalf of the BBL team, | would like to
ask for your continued support as we continue to develop the program and further strengthen the College of Business as a leading
business management school in Japan.
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Good afternoon ladies and gentlemen.

| am Koki Kobayashi. It is such an honor
to be here and to make a speech as

a student who joined Club 900 for

the first time. On behalf of students, | would like to express my huge
appreciation to Ms. Fukushima and Mr. Sato of IIBC for being here today,
to the Dean and Chair for attending, and to the BBL professors and Ms.
Usuki for giving us an opportunity to celebrate our achievement today.
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Proud. (pause) | believe this is the right word to describe our emotion
right here, right now. If I'm allowed to be completely honest, | have
never imagined being able to be here today. | always wanted to be here.
| always told myself this was my goal. and | always had this goal in my
mind. However, there was a little part of me who said, “You would never
achieve that” and “You would never be able to do that.” It was such a
long journey to come this far. There were a lot of challenges, obstacles
and hurdles that | had to overcome during the journey to Club 900. |
believe that each of us, everyone has your own story to tell. But today,
please let me tell you my story.

Four years ago, when | was one of the freshmen, | barely spoke English. |
struggled with expressing my opinions. | struggled with listening to what
professors told us in English. | was even struggling with having easy, daily
conversations. At that time, English was just one of the subjects that |
“had to” study. | even doubt that | wanted to be able to communicate

in English.

However, one experience turned things around for me. During my first
summer in the university, as part of the BBL Program | went to Australia
with Makoto, who is here today, and also Ayaka. Ayaka was even in the
same group as me. Over there, | had a tough time having conversations
with my host family and understanding what our professors said in the
class, as you imagine. However, | was so fascinated by the fact that
there was a completely different world, culture, and people outside of
Japan. And English, in fact, was what opened my window to that whole
new world.
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That made me realize that English wasn’t one
of the subjects that | had to study, English

is, rather a fascinating tool to communicate
with others and connect with different people
from different countries and different cultures.

After coming back to Japan from Australia,
my attitude towards English completely
changed. | think some of the professors were surprised to see me taking
classes very seriously. During this journey of learning, a lot of challenges
came to my way. Being consistent is one of the things that | struggled
with. Sometimes, the feeling of not progressing in my learning almost
overwhelmed me. Despite these challenges, I've come this far because
my friends and co-learners always encouraged me to keep studying,

the professors always showed me the right direction to follow, and the
TOEIC test helped me set short-term goals and check my English level
constantly.

That hard time eventually made it possible for me to study abroad

in Switzerland, made it possible for me to meet new people from all
over the world, and made it possible for me to go out of my comfort
zone, learning about new cultures and values, and ultimately made me
become a better person.

All these precious experiences made me who | am today. | don’t want
to imagine what my campus life would have been like if | hadn't learned
English. | wouldn't be here, and | wouldn’t be who | am today without
all the support from my friends, all the encouragement that professors
gave me, and the constant motivation, and checking of my English

level that the TOEIC tests gave me. Therefore, | would like to finish my
speech by expressing my huge thankfulness, on behalf of all of us, to Ms.
Fukushima and Mr. Sato and the IIBC, all of the professors here today,
my fellow co-learners, and Ms. Usuki for making sure that we could take
the test each semester - and celebrate Club 900.

Thank you very much for listening.
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